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Welcome to the preview 

edition of VTCA Semi-Finals 

weekend. 

The preliminaries are now over 

and for those teams remaining 

the “real stuff” begins on 

Saturday and for the really 

lucky ones, they move on to 

grand finals for the following 

two weekends. 

Before we delve into this 

weekend’s finals, may I once 

again congratulate Doutta Stars 

Cricket Club on winning the 

VTCA T20 Knockout Cup 

Grand Final over Spotswood at 

Donald McLean Reserve. 

Unfortunately, weather 

intervened and our scheduled 

day for the T20 Grand Final, at 

our McGrath Foundation event 

was ruined by a wet, cold and 

windy afternoon. 

While we could wriggle 

through the earlier semi-finals 

between showers, the heavens 

opened one over in to the 

Grand Final and there was no 

choice but to re-schedule 

In the replay, Doutta played an 

exceptional game of T20 

cricket and thoroughly 

deserved their win. This trophy 

is the third for Doutta in the 

last five years, plus throw in a 

state-wide title as well, and it 

shows that they are without par 

as the best T20 side in metro 

and country cricket. 

……………………………….. 

While the weather cruelled the 

McGrath Foundation’s Pink 

Stumps Day, I would like to 

thank those who worked so 

very hard on making the day 

possible, those who organised 

the day’s events, organisation 

of stall holders, sourcing of 

donations for raffles and silent 

auctions and those at Point 

Cook Cricket Club who also 

done some amazing work – I 

thank you all. 

As our treasurer Zoran 

Havrenek has been overseas on 

business, I am yet to see what 

our final donation figure was 

but believe it was substantial 

which will be much 

appreciated by the Foundation 

however it will fall short of our 

intended target through poor 

raffle ticket sales whereby 

some twenty-two VTCA clubs 

failed to sell even one raffle 

ticket.  

This was most disappointing 

and even though we understand 

fundraising is increasingly 

difficult and some clubs ran 

their own Pink Stumps Day, 

this was for a worthy cause and 

there were some wonderful 

prizes on offer. 

Congratulations to both Keilor 

Park Cricket Club and the 

Umpires Department for 

equally selling the most tickets, 

a box of balls is heading to 

Keilor Park and the umpires 

have elected to take a few free 

tickets to our presentation 

night. 

Congrats also to Druids Gary 

Tilton on winning the major 

raffle prize of $2,000 Good 

Guys Voucher. 

…………………………… 
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Senior Division 

Ladder 

1 Greenvale 116.2 

2 Yarraville Club 113.6 

3 Spotswood 111.7 

4 Keilor  91.98 

5 Doutta Stars 79.87 

6 Strathmore 79.28 

7 Tullamarine 79.15 

8 AWSC 78.46 
 

SEMI FINAL 

PREVIEWS 

 

Senior Division 

1ST SEMI FINAL 

GREENVALE 

 Vs  

KEILOR 

Umpires – Gary Houston & 

Kevin Glassenbury.  

At Greenvale Recreation 

Reserve No2, Section Rd 

Greenvale (176 F8)  

Last Time they Met -             

26 Nov – 3 Dec 2016 at 

Greenvale Rec Reserve 2 

Greenvale 5/147(cc) Barton 

68 Wright 44 Lokuaracchi 

3/19 Darshanapriya 2/55 Def 

Keilor 144 Anderson 36 

Schuppan 32 Sneddon 28 

Darshana 6/40 Manser 3/25 

 

I guess if you were writing a 

script then this would be the 

two teams you would pit 

against each other to prompt 

the most excitement, as clearly 

the rivalry runs deep between 

these Northern Suburb teams. 

Long held friendships are put 

on hold with old and some new 

wounds exposed every time 

these teams compete. 

 

 

Picture. Darshanapriya hits out. 

It would be fair to say that in 

recent games exposed form has 

been markedly different 

between them.  

Greenvale have won their last 

four games, Keilor have 

dropped all their last four 

games. However, to offset this, 

each time these two clubs play, 

the margin is usually very thin. 

Their most recent encounter in 

Round 7, a one day game, 

Greenvale were victorious by 

only 3 runs and back in round 

4 Greenvale again got home by 

just 4 runs. 

If Keilor ever felt they were 

due, then this is the game. 

It will be a monumental task 

for the lads from Keilor with 

their inspirational skipper 

Kaushal Lokuarachchi 

sidelined for the remainder of 

the season after an unfortunate 

work injury and premier fast 

bowler Dan Shuppan also 

struggling with illness. 

Shuppan will assume the 

captain’s armband for the game 

and will lead arguably the best 

bowling attack in the 

competition. 

Shupaan, Tawalampolage 

Darshanapriya and Upal 

Bandara have a combined 77 

wickets between them this 

summer, so if they can knock 

Greenvale over cheaply, this is 

their best chance of getting a 

result. The man they must get 

cheaply is Anthony Barton.  

Barton is the second leading 

run scorer in Senior Division 

with 608 runs which includes 

five half centuries. 

With the exception of Barton, 

Greenvale’s batting depth has 

not been as strong as past 

seasons.  

Picture. Tallan Wright 

Greenvale’s attack while not 

having the overall quality of 

that of Keilor’s also remains 

strong however, with Chathura 

Darshana and Peter Manser the 

go to players. 

Keilor’s biggest Achilles heel 

is undoubtedly their batting. 
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Keilor’s leading run scorer is 

Bandara with 386 runs, well 

outside the top ten run scorers 

in the competition. 

I think Keilor will not play as 

poorly as they have in recent 

games but I can’t see them 

scoring enough runs to win – if 

they do, this will be a win for 

the ages. 

 

Prediction  

 Greenvale. 

………………………… 

Guest Preview 

Tullamarine Star     

David Zahorodni 

I find this game intriguing and 

tough to call.  One team 

(Greenvale) have won their last 

4 going into the finals whilst 

Keilor have lost their last 

4.  However, we all know once 

finals begin anything can 

happen and I do think this 

game will be a tight one. 

Both teams have quality 

players and good depth in both 

their batting and bowling 

stocks and have been so 

consistent throughout the 

year.  If Keilor can bat all 80  

overs we know that their 

middle order can be quite 

destructive and score quickly 

but we know that Greenvale's 

bowling is so disciplined and a 

great mix in their attack. 

I think Greenvale have a great 

mix in their batting line up and 

they have seemed to bat around 

Barton all year.  Keilor is their 

bowling and if they can 

dismiss the first 3 or 4 bats 

relatively early then I believe 

they are well on the way to 

getting a win. 

Not sure if both captains will 

play due to injury but the loss 

of Lokuarachchi will hurt 

Keilor more I believe. 

In a close one, I will go with 

Greenvale who will be looking 

to rectify last year’s final loss 

with Darshana and Barton to 

be the difference. 

 

 

 

Proud Sponsors of 

 

2ND SEMI FINAL 

YARRAVILLE 

CLUB  

 Vs  

SPOTSWOOD 

Umpires – Darren Trewin & 

Brett Hickey. 

At Hansen Reserve -Walker 

Oval Roberts St West 

Footscray (41 G5) 

Last Time they Met -             

11 Feb – 18 Feb 2017 at 

Hansen Reserve - Walker 

Oval                            

Yarraville Club 197 Sheridan 

67 Kurta 26 Singankutti-

achchige 3/47 Maurice 3/51 

Brown 2/29 Def By Spotswood 

9/237 Brown 81 Maurice 

54McCormick 25 Sheridan 

3/50 Kurta 2/29 Contessa 2/33                                                                                                                     

It would be fair to say the most 

uttered sentence this week 

around Donald McLean Oval 

has been, “What have we 

done?”.  

On top of the ladder and 

playing the bottom team at 

home, Spotswood capitulated 

in their last home and away 

game of the season and in 

doing so have dropped to third, 

costing them a home semi-final 

but worse still, having to travel 

to the hottest cauldron of all – 

Yarraville Club at Hansen 

Reserve.  

This is the last place you would 

want to play an away final 

because history tells us the 

Clubbers do not lose finals at 

home! 

Spotswood will take a great 

deal of confidence into this 

encounter having beaten 

Yarraville Club in both their 

encounters this season, the 

most recent in the penultimate 

round at Hansen Reserve. 

Clearly Spotty have had a 

sensational year having been 

promoted to Senior Division 

via application due to the 

restructure and having spent a 
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vast majority of the campaign 

as ladder leaders but this will 

be different cricket altogether. 

Spotswood rely heavily on 

their skipper Jeremy Brown for 

the bulk of their runs (488) 

next best in Gene Maurice with 

364 runs but it drops away 

considerably after that. 

Picture. Gene Maurice has been 

handy with both bat & ball 

Yarraville Club on the other 

hand have three players in 

excess of 400 runs, James 

Damjanovski (401), Justin 

Baker (412) and Konrad Kurta 

(562). 

It will be critical for the 

visitors that Brown get a big 

score or their dream will come 

to an abrupt end rather 

prematurely. 

Picture. Will Sheridan drives. 

Crucial players will also be 

Upal Singankutti-achchige who 

is the equal second leading 

wicket taker in the division 

with 32. Next best for the 

Woodsmen is the evergreen 

Ashley Robertson with 19 

wickets. 

Yarraville’s attack looks more 

potent on paper as well with 

the ageless Benjamin Button 

aka Emmett Bronca (31), Will 

Sheridan (22) and Andrew 

Cullen (20) all in the top dozen 

Senior Division leading wicket 

takers. 

Picture. Yarraville’s Benjamin Button 

– Emmett Bronca 

As much as a Spotswood win 

would be a great rag to riches 

tale, it is just too hard to tip 

against the formidable 

Yarraville Club this time of the 

year.  

Hopefully this will be the game 

of the season and both clubs 

put on the contest that they 

have in them. 

Prediction  

Yarraville Club 

 

Guest Preview 

Strathmore Champ     

Lucas Kennedy 

It was a tight finish to the 

home and away season, and 

with Greenvale taking out top 

spot I can’t see an easy 

transition into the grand final 

for the winner of this game. 

The round 13 clash showed 

that little separates the two 

teams and I expect their semi-

final to be no different.  

For Spotswood, Robertson will 

be the key with the ball. The 

away team will be looking for 

him to dial in on that line and 

length that has troubled so 

many this year.  Jeremy Brown 

will also be important with the 

ball but it will be his batting 

that will be a focus for 

Yarraville. He will take 

confidence from his match 

winning 81 last time they met, 

and with the ease that he can 

score from ball one Yarraville 

will be keen to skittle him very 

early.  

 

For the Clubbers, Kurta and 

Baker have again had big years 

with the bat and Damjanovski 

has scored plenty since the 

xmas break. Unfortunately for 

Spotswood it doesn’t stop 

there, as the list of run makers 

continue down the batting 

order. Even for the guys who 

haven’t had massive years they 

are likely to come out in the 

finals and make a big score.  In 

the bowling department Will 

Sheridan will play a big part 

and they will be happy to have 

their leading wicket taker 

Bronca back in the eleven as he 

didn’t play last time. His recent 

figures of 4/0 might give him 

some confidence too. 

 

I am expecting Spotswood to 

come out blazing and put the 

heat on Yarraville, but 

Yarraville seem as hungry as 

ever and I believe their depth 

and experience will get them 

over the line.  

Lucas Kennedy 
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North / West 

Division Ladder 

1 Aberfeldie 107.93 

2 Druids 97.76 

3 Seddon 93.00 

4 Sunshine Utd 91.73 

5 St. Albans 90.79 

6 West Coburg 89.74 

7 PEGS 83.40 

8 Altona Nth 75.41 

9 Keilor Park 70.05 

10 Haig Fawkner 70.04 

11 Laverton 59.04 

12 Footscray Utd 55.29 

 

North West 

Division 

1ST SEMI FINAL 

ABERFELDIE 

 Vs  

SUNSHINE 

UNITED 

Umpires – Ray Butterfield & 

Joe Polzella.  

At Clifton Park, Section Rd 

Greenvale (176 F8)  

Last Time they Met -             

11 Feb 18 Feb 2017 at Selwyn 

Park 

Sunshine United 147 

Chouhan 27 Pace 25 

Karunaratne 4/75 Douge 3/40 

& 394 Def Aberfeldie 137 

Karunaratne 58 Outhred 32 

Glowacki 5/35 Wheelahan 

2/23 

Aberfeldie have been the 

dominant side in North / West 

Division throughout the season 

mainly through the dominance 

of their bowling attack led by 

the divisions two leading wick 

takers, Ravindra Karunaratne 

with 44 wickets and Sarmad 

Anwar with 40 wickets. Rarely 

does a club have two bowlers 

so dominant in a season and 

you would expect them to be 

prolific again this weekend. 

With the bat Abers have had a 

more consistent effort across 

the board with Thomas Godsell 

their mainstay with 442 runs 

next best is Karunaratne (352). 

Sunshine United have been in 

and out of the top four all year 

and really have just slipped in 

at the expense of St. Albans.  

 

 

Picture. SU’s Daniel Pace 

I suspect the Tigers are a better 

side than what they have 

looked this season and if they 

are, this is the time to show it.  

They will rely heavily on 

Neeten Chouhan and Daniel 

Pace who both have aggregates 

in excess of 300 runs to post 

them a score. 

As has been the case for some 

time Michael Glowacki (32) is 

their main attacking weapon 

with the ball with support from 

Nicholas Millar (27). 

Even though Sunshine United 

inflicted the most recent loss 

on Abers, I expect Aberfeldie’s 

dominance to continue here 

and win this game quite 

comfortably and book their 

spot in next week’s grand final. 

 

Prediction  

Aberfeldie 

 

Guest Preview 

PEGS Captain      

Paul Shipp 

This game could be a lot closer 

than some might think. 

Although Aberfeldie have been 

the pace setter all season, they 

have scraped home in a lot of 

close games. Sunshine United 

have had a very consistent year 

with their only losses both 

coming in one-dayers, and 

their depth and fielding 

pressure are excellent.   

The absence of their dominant 

import Anwar could really hurt  
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Abers - his pace and late swing 

was the main reason they shot 

to the top of the table in the 

first place and these weapons 

will be sorely missed if 

Sunshine's experienced openers 

continue their solid seasons. 

Sunshine's spearhead Michael 

Glowacki is in top form and 

could do some early damage 

on a deck that can do plenty 

with the new ball.  

The real test for Sunshine 

United will be how they handle 

Ravi - if he settles into a 

rhythm he's probably the  

toughest spinner to score 

against in the comp. Under 

finals pressure, his tight 

bowling might be the  

difference. I'm tipping Abers 

just - they've been able to find 

a way to win all season, but 

this won't be easy. 

Paul Shipp 

 

 

2nd SEMI FINAL 

DRUIDS 

 Vs  

SEDDON 

Umpires – Ranjith Jayatilaka 

& Adam Krygger.  

At Shorten Reserve, Market 

St West Footscray (41 J3)  

Last Time they Met -             

28 Jan 4 Feb 2017 at Shorten 

Reserve 

Druids 198 Wilson 93  

Trevaskis 27 Dryiski 4/33 

Kriebardis 4/60 & 5/87 

Windridge 30* Dryiski 3/32 

Def Seddon 187 Thisakuttige 

99 Kriebaris 26 Gallage 4/21 

Arachchige 3/33 Hay 3/46 

This encounter promises to be 

one of the more even games 

throughout these semi-finals 

with both teams very evenly 

matched in all areas. 

Both teams have dominant 

batsmen in  Thisakuttige 

Duleeka and Ben Speake for 

Seddon while Shane 

Windridge and Leigh Wilson 

have long been mainstays for 

Druids. 

If you were looking for a point 

of difference between these 

two teams I think Seddon’s 

attack is slightly superior to 

that of Druids. Tom Kriebardis 

and Hayden Dryiski have taken 

the bulk of Seddon’s wickets 

this summer while Druids have 

relied mostly on Indika 

Gallage. 

I am likely not to pick too 

many away winners this 

weekend but if there is one I 

am thinking this could be the 

one.  

The wicket at Shorten is hard 

to play and Druids know it well 

but I am tipping the upset here 

and will go with Seddon. 

 

Prediction  

Seddon 

 

 

 

Guest Preview 

Altona North Gun 

Patrick McArdle 

This is going to be an 

interesting Semi-Final as 

there’s no clear favourite. The 

previous encounter during the 

Home and Away season was 

very close with Druids getting 

over the line against Seddon by 

11 runs at Shorten Reserve. 

Druids will again be playing at 

home which will play into their 

hands as they know the pitch 

conditions very well. The pitch 

is very tough for the batsman; 

you never feel settled here as 

there’s quite a bit of seam and 

variable bounce early. The pitch 

also offers a lot of turn for the 

spinners, but the short 

boundaries straight will mean 

plenty of value for shots. 

Druids arguably have the 

superior pace attack with the 

likes of Indika Gallage (27 

wickets at 6.81), who has had an 

incredible season, plus support 

from Thineth Arachchige (19 

wickets at 14.11). However, it’s 

interesting to note that Leigh 

Wilson has not bowled an over 

after Xmas which is a huge loss 

for Druids. Will he be back 

bowling for the Semi-Final? 

Jared Andrews has had a quiet 

season but is a quality bowler 

and will be important for 

Druids. Druids’ spinner 

Michael Hay (21 wickets at 

13.86) has had an interrupted 

season but appears to be back to 

fitness having done most of the 

bowling for Druids in the last 3 

matches.  

Seddon arguably have the best 

spin duo in North / West 
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Division this season with Tom 

Kriebardis (32 wickets at 11) 

and Hayden Dryiski (27 

wickets at 16.33) who are very 

difficult to get away and will do 

the bulk of the work for Seddon. 

Their pace attack does lack a bit 

of penetration which may hurt 

them, but they make up for it 

through disciplined bowling. 

Seddon’s batting is notably 

strong in the top order with the 

likes of Duleeka Thisakuttige 

(583 runs at 44.85), Ben Speake 

(398 runs at 28.43), John Taylor 

(256 runs at 23.27) and Charith 

Ruchiranga (247 runs at 20.58) 

who have all posted big 

individual scores at least once  

this season. 

In comparison, Druids batting 

has typically relied on Shane 

Windridge (443 runs at 40.27), 

Leigh Wilson (397 runs at 

30.54) and Michael Hay (299 

runs at 33.22). 

Druids will want to make 

amends for last season’s Grand 

Final loss. On paper they are 

probably not as strong as last 

season but the finals 

experience gained from last 

season will help them.  Seddon 

are definitely a stronger team 

than last year and I think they 

have the better batting line-up 

and spin attack to get the job 

done. So my tip is Seddon in a 

tight contest.  

 

Good luck to both teams! 

 

 

 

 

North / West A1 

Ladder 

   
1 St Francis d/ S 103.49 

2 Westmeadows 102.88 

3 Craigieburn 97.83 

4 Glenroy 91.79 

5 Pascoe Vale / H 89.21 

6 Altona Roosters 83.62 

7 Kingsville 80.27 

8 Werribee Cent 76.16 

9 St Andrews 62.17 

10 Willy CYMS 61.17 

 

North / West A1 

 

1ST SEMI FINAL 

 

St FRANCIS DE SALES 

 Vs  

GLENROY 

 

Umpires – Gary Tranter & 

Clayton Evans.  

At JP Fawkner Reserve, 

Francis St Oak Park (16 F6)  

Last Time they Met -        

10 Dec – 17 Dec 2016     St 

Francis de Sales 264 Costello 

51 Babo 44 Robertson 35 

Pantland 3/47 Greaney 3/48 

McKinnon 3/56  Def  Glenroy 

91 Lewis 4/29 Stubbs 3/12 & 

4/47 

This is an intriguing game as if 

you take their last encounter as 

a guide, St Francis de Sales 

gave Glenroy an old-fashioned 

flogging. 

Had they chose not to bat so 

long in their first dig, the 

Saints would have likely won 

outright.  

However if you look at the 

season in its entirety, their 

seasons do not look that 

dissimilar. (7 wins , 3 losses, 2 

draws) 

When you look at the players 

aggregates and averages, even 

those are fairly well matched – 

with one exception, Glenroy 

champion Steven Goodwin 

who has claimed a remarkable 

58 wickets this summer. That 

is a huge year by any measure 

and not out of the ordinary for 

Goody. 

So… for tipping a result in this 

one do you look at the previous 

encounter as the measure?  

Glenroy did well to push back 

into the four with a last round 

result and maybe that can be 

the catalyst for them to get 

across the line in an upset 

result. 

Prediction  

Glenroy 
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Guest Preview 

Pascoe Vale / Hadfield 

Captain / Coach 

Luke Macumber 

With both clubs coming in 

with solid wins in the last 

round of the regular season & 

both obviously having decent 

seasons I believe this game 

could be a lot closer than some 

might give it credit for as top 

takes on fourth.  

Glenroy having the outright 

best spinner in the league in S. 

Goodwin. He has a record any 

player would be proud of at 

any level & is there main  

trump card taking 50odd 

wickets for the season so far.  

Also a late starter this season & 

has found himself amongst the 

wickets is N. Pantland taking 

the new ball for them & must 

get the early break throughs of 

St Francis' top order in S. Babo 

& B. Harding who have both 

had fantastic seasons notching 

up over 500 or near on runs 

each.  

St Francis definitely has the 

stronger top order but falls 

away after there captain at 5, 

whereas I feel Glenroy might 

not have the quality of before 

mentioned Babo & Harding but 

I think they have a bit more 

depth through the middle to 

lower order.  

As far as the bowling goes both 

sides have nothing express but 

hold it tight for longish periods 

& if Goodwin has a day out 

then Glenroy win for mine but 

on the other side of the coin if 

Babo & or Harding get going 

for St Francis they could put on 

a big enough score to defend.  

Good luck to both sides, but 

Westmeadows to beat 

Craigeburn & to take out the 

title is my tip overall.  

 

 

 

2nd SEMI FINAL 

WESTMEADOWS 

Vs 

CRAIGIEBURN 

Umpires – Ryan Doidge & 

Steven Hogan. 

At Willowbrook Reserve, 

Mickleham Rd Westmeadows 

(5 K6)  

Last Time they Met -        

7 Jan 2017 Westmeadows 147 

Lambeth 41 Kermath 2/2 

Sharma 2/ 22 Garvin 2/28  

Def Craigieburn 78 Ellis 2/6 

Kamburugamuwa 2/8 Jeffrey 

2/13 

Without being disrespectful to 

some mates of mine at 

Westmeadows, this game looks 

a little bit like the old and new. 

The guys most likely to be 

crucial for the Warriors are 

some great veterans of VTCA 

cricket while Craigieburn will 

look for their young batch of 

batsman to give them the edge 

Westmeadows all rounders 

Tarique Jeffrey and Danny 

Law and opening bat Glen 

Lambeth have been big game 

performers for a very long time 

and I suspect these guys have a 

big campaign still in their kit 

bags. 

The Warriors have missed 

March action for half a decade 

now and I suspect they will go 

all out to deliver a big hurrah 

while this current group remain 

intact. 

Rest assured the formidable 

Craigieburn skipper Ian 

Blanchett will do everything in 

his power to spoil the party for 

Westmeadows.  

The key for the Eagles boys is 

bowlers Sikanda Sharma and 

Daniel English but English is 

the leading run scorer for 

Craigieburn, 21st in the leading 

aggregates for the division. 

They will hope their young 

bats can each make some 

contribution towards a big 

total. 

 

Picture. Danny Law plays on 

through square leg.  
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I think Craigieburn will be 

very successful in the next few 

summers as their youngsters 

mature but I think the wily old 

timers can and will land the 

bigger punches in this fight. 

 

Prediction  

Westmeadows 

 

 

 

Guest Preview 

Williamstown CYMS 

Legend Andrew Leetet 

In what many would have 

thought at the start of the 

season would have been this 

year’s grand finalists we see 

Westmeadows play 

Craigieburn in the 2nd Semi-

final.  Westmeadows have built 

a star-studded line up over the 

last few years and are primed 

to take this year title.  But 

Westy haven’t had it all their 

way this season.  They have 

been in a battle all season with 

Craigieburn for top stop.  Both 

were pipped at the post by St 

Francis after a last round 

outright win. A win in the last 

round would have Craigieburn 

sitting on top and with a home 

final but a loss to Glenroy not 

only let Glenroy push their 

way into 4th but pushed 

Craigieburn to 3rd and an away 

semi at Westmeadows. 

In their only match this season 

Westmeadows got over the line 

in a one dayer at home in a low 

scoring event.  Since then 

Westmeadows have won 4 

from 5 and Craigieburn 3 from 

5 including an outright win, 

both have been beaten by St 

Francis in the run to the finals.      

Craigieburn will rely heavily 

on Sharma, English and 

Blanchett with both bat and 

ball.  All have scored over 250 

runs and Sharma and English 

have lead their bowling with 

29 & 23 wickets.   

Westmeadows on the other 

hand seem to have more depth.  

McKay and the ever-green 

Lambeth at the top of the order  

have been able to set a stable 

start and then Jeffrey, Law and 

Jayasundera to follow.  All 

have over 300 runs to their 

name so far this season and if 

all contribute will make it 

difficult for Craigieburn to 

bowl Westmeadows out.  

Westy’s bowling is in a similar 

position.  Jeffrey (37) and 

Welegedara (32) lead the way 

and are backed up by 

Jayasundera, Law and 

Kamburugamuwa.  

Both teams are well lead 

Blanny has been around for a 

while and has seen his fair 

share of ups and downs, which 

I’m sure has helped him 

through the season.  Former 

test player Welegedara can 

draw on his experiences at the 

highest level.    

Batting first will be a key on 

the unpredictable Westy deck 

and let’s hope weather isn’t a 

factor. 

It is hard to see Westy not 

getting over the line with the 

stars in the line-up but 

Blanchett has Craigieburn 

playing a good brand of cricket 

and has a good team and you 

know what they say about a 

champion team and a team of 

champions!  

For me it will be Westy in a 

close fort match.  Good luck to 

Danny and Ian both ex Cy’s 

boys!  

 

 

 

North West B1 

Ladder 

   
1 Royal Pk Bruns 113.87 

2 East Keilor 110.22 

3 West Newport 109.37 

4 St Andrews PV 101.55 

5 Deer Park 98.46 

6 MPSM 92.51 

7 Newport Digman 90.68 

8 S/shine Hts 89.62 

9 Point Cook 74.32 

10 Wydhamvale 64.79 

11 Footscray ANA 54.40 

12 Flemington 43.55 
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North / West B1 

1ST SEMI FINAL 

ROYAL PARK 

BRUNSWICK 

 Vs  

ST. ANDREWS 

PASCOE VALE 

Umpires – Michael Jones & 

Craig Babatsikos. 

At Ransford Oval, Park St 

Parkville (29 F10)  

Last Time they Met -  8 Jan 

2017 St Andrews PV 55 

Coxon  4/13 D. Hasenkam 

3/11 Def By Royal Park 

Brunswick 7/241 Scott 62* 

Arnold 46 C. Hasenkam 38 

Liyanage 3/28 

Royal Park Brunswick have sat 

atop the ladder for the duration 

of the summer and looking 

back on their previous 

encounter this season, you 

would think the Royal Park 

will be very difficult to beat. 

Matthew Coxon and Thomas 

Arnold have continued to pile 

on the runs for RPB and again 

Coxon and Daniel Hasenkam 

have been the competitions 

best bowlers. 

Should St. Andrews Pascoe 

Vale mount a challenge here it 

should come from Ben 

Murdoch and Andrew Willett 

with the ball and Willett with 

the bat but he will need others 

to step up and offer some 

support. 

 

Prediction  

Royal Park Brunswick 

 

Guest Preview 

Deer Park Captain / 

Coach Tim Collins  

Recent experience would 

suggest this will be a one-sided 

encounter.   

Royal Park Brunswick have hit 

form at the right time of the 

season and rightfully finished 

the home and away season on 

top of the ladder.  Runs 

throughout the season have 

come through mainstays in 

Matthew Coxon (495 runs @ 

38.08), Thomas Arnold (485 @ 

37.31) and Chris Hasenkam  

(319 @ 53.17).  Their bowling 

attack would be the most 

miserly in the competition led 

by Coxon (47 wickets @ 9.55), 

Daniel Hasenkam (38 @ 

11.16) and Damien Mobilia 

(24 @ 9.79). 

St Andrews Pascoe Vale on the 

other hand have come from the 

clouds to finish 4th with a final 

round outright.  They will be 

sure to enter this game high on 

confidence.  A lot relies on the 

shoulders of the consistent 

Andrew Willett (429 @ 42.90) 

who is the only batsman to 

score more than 300 runs for 

the season.  With the ball 

major contributors have been 

Ben Murdoch (30 @ 15.57), 

Willett 29 @ 1162) and Daniel 

Di Gioia (15 @ 17.33). 

>  

> I’d like to see the underdogs 

put up a decent fight but it’s 

impossible to tip against Royal 

Park Brunswick who have been 

well lead by Chris Hasenkam.   

 All the best to both teams. 

 

Tim Collins DPCC Capt/Coach 

 

 

 

Proud Major Partners of the 

 

 

 

 

2nd SEMI FINAL 

EAST KEILOR 

 Vs  

WEST NEWPORT 

Umpires – Mark Wilson & 

Mark Robertson. 

At Overland Reserve, 

Parkside Ave Keilor East (79 

D1)  

Last Time they Met -  25 Feb – 

4 Mar East Keilor 6/182 

Ruberto 103* Irving 2/26 

Jones 2/39 Def By West 

Newport 8/197 Hick 58 

Eason-Jones 30 Eddy 2/28 

You do not need to look to far 

for the form line of these two 

sides given they played the last 

round at the same venue with 

West Newport the victor. 
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Neither of these teams have 

players dominating the seasons 

stats so that tells us that both 

sides have been blessed with 

fairly even contributions from 

their players throughout the 

year and don’t rely on 

individual stars. 

This game could be decided on 

the leaders of each team and 

what they bring to the table. 

West Newport’s young captain 

Trent Jones brings enthusiasm 

and grit to his side while the 

old stager Rob Rutley while 

more a bit part player now 

brings a wealth of experience. 

 

Prediction  

West Newport 

Guest Preview 

Wyndhamvale      

Captain / Coach       

Craig Duff  

It will be an interesting game 

this weekend between East & 

West, backing up from the last 

round which appears West won 

convincingly. Wests bowling 

line up lead by Irving & 

MacDonald will once again 

need to stop the powerhouse 

pair of Weerasekara & 

Sandaruwan, (Ruberto may 

also be handy) Easts bowling 

line up is long and has a fair 

mix of pace and spin which 

when on song can be 

formidable. But with an in 

form Hick and a batting line up 

boasting Jones and Eason-

Jones it’s game on.  Head to 

Head the stats show Easts 

batting is stronger and a bit 

deeper than Wests and are also 

ahead on the bowling. But as 

proven last weekend Wests 

have a winning outfit and have 

winning form, but Easts 

tongues are sore from licking 

their wounds and will be out to 

atone for last weekend’s loss. 

A big factor in the result will 

be who wins the toss, having 

seen the track I’m not sure it 

will hold up 2 days in a row. 

All in all I’m thinking the 

home ground advantage will 

play into Easts hands, but don’t 

write off Wests grit and 

determination. 

 

Regards, 

 

Duffy 

 

DUE TO TIME 

CONTRAINTS 

WILL JUST TIP 

OTHER GAMES 

North A1 

Moonee Valley Vs Sydenham 

Hillside at Ormond Park 

Prediction – Moonee Valley 

Sunshine YCW Vs Sunshine at 

Kinder Smith Reserve 

Prediction – Sunshine 

 

West A1 

Grand United Vs Seabrook at 

JR Parsons Reserve 

Prediction – Grand United 

Melton Centrals Vs 

Williamstown Imperials at 

Morris McDonald Oval 

 

Prediction – Melton Centrals 

 

Senior Seconds 

Strathmore Vs Spotswood at 

Syd McGain Oval 

Prediction – Spotswood 

Airport West / St. 

Christopher’s Vs Yarraville 

Club at Etzel Street 

Prediction – APWSC 

 

North West Seconds 

Aberfeldie Vs Sunshine United 

at Selwyn Park 

Prediction – Sunshine United 

Laverton Vs PEGS at Laverton 

Park 

Prediction –  Laverton 

 

North West A2 

Craigieburn Vs Glenroy DS 

Aitken Reserve 

Prediction – Craigieburn 

Westmeadows Vs Pascoe Vale 

/ Hadfield at Raeburn Reserve 

Prediction – Pascoe Vale 

Hadfield 
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North West B2 

Royal Park Brunswick Vs 

Point Cook at Saltwater 

Reserve No1 

Prediction – Royal Park 

Brunswick 

Newport Digman Vs St 

Andrews Pascoe Vale at Bryan 

Martin Reserve 

Prediction – Newport Digman 

 

North A2 

Sydenham Hillside Vs 

Aberfeldie Park at Hillside 

Recreation Reserve 

Prediction – Sydenham 

Hillside 

Sunshine Vs Caroline Springs 

at Dempster Park 

Prediction – Sunshine 

 

West A2 

Gellibrand Vs Seabrook at 

Digman Reserve No 3 

Prediction – Gellibrand 

Williamstown Imperials Vs 

Melton South PS at Saltwater 

Reserve No2 

Prediction – Melton South PS 

 

North West C1 

Sunshine United Vs PEGS at 

Pennell Reserve 

Prediction – Sunshine United 

Yarraville Club Vs Spotswood 

at Barlow Reserve 

Prediction – Yarraville Club 

 

North West C2 

West Coburg Vs Royal Park 

Brunswick at McDonalds 

Reserve 

Prediction – West Coburg 

Altona North Vs St Francis de 

Sales at Croft Reserve No2 

Prediction – Altona North 

 

North West C3     

(one day) 

Strathmore Vs East Keilor 

Gold at Cross Keys Reserve 

Prediction – Strathmore 

Royal Park Brunswick Vs St 

Andrews Pascoe Vale at 

Western Oval 

Prediction – Royal Park 

Brunswick 

 

North West C4     

(one day) 

Doutta Stars Gold Vs East 

Keilor Blue at Buckley Park 

No1 

Prediction – Doutta Stars 

Gold 

Sunshine Vs Altona North at 

Lloyd Reserve 

Prediction – Sunshine  

FROM THE DESK 

OF THE 

SECRETARY 

By Deanne Trewin 

 

Hi all,  

With a grand final opportunity 

just within reach for some 

clubs, there are a few things 

that everyone needs to be 

reminded of for this weekend.  

Behave – that goes for players, 

spectators, officials, last thing 

we want is to be trying to 

organise tribunal hearings for 

next week.  Remember Spirit 

of Cricket, VTCA Code of 

behaviour and that cricket is 

supposed to be a gentlemen’s 

game - don’t get white line 

fever at this stage of the 

season.  

12th Man and use of a runner is 

up to the discretion of the 

officiating umpires.  For those 

games that there is only one 

officiating umpire – square leg 

umpires must be in shoes NOT 

thongs or bare feet – clubs will 

be fined if this occurs. 

Alcohol Code – this one we 

mention every year.  Please be 

considerate of those clubs who 

are hosting the semi-final. Tell 

your supporters to purchase  
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alcohol at the club where the 

game is being played, you 

would expect the same 

courtesy if the event was being 

held at your club.   

Afternoon tea, I am sure all 

clubs have this one sorted by 

now, don’t leave it till 

tomorrow morning to get it 

organised.  

All home clubs or hosting 

clubs should have by now sent 

an email to Deanne with the 

following details for your 

match manager – Club name, 

contact person and contact 

number.  If the VTCA needs to 

get in contact this person will 

be our first port of call.  

MyCricket – progress scores 

on by 8pm Saturday evening, 

with FULL scores including 

player stats MUST be on by 

8pm Sunday.  If any problems 

ring Deanne for it to be sorted.  

We did ask at the meeting for 

clubs to show an interest in 

holding a grand final, if your 

club has changed their mind 

then please contact Josie as 

soon as possible.   

For those clubs that are lucky 

enough to make it through to 

the Grand final next weekend, 

there is a meeting next 

Wednesday 15th March @ 

Spotswood CC 7:30pm (please 

note: venue has been changed) 

Good luck to everyone for this 

weekend’s semi-final matches, 

and play in the spirit of which 

cricket should be played.   

 

 

 

Indika Gallage – 

Closing in on 200 

wickets 

Since arriving to Australia as 

an overseas professional to 

play with Druids CC over 10 

years ago, Indika Gallage has 

been consistently mesmerising 

batsman across the VTCA and 

is now closing in on 200 1st XI 

wickets. 

His arrival to Druids CC flew 

under the radar and did not 

generate significant fanfare 

despite boasting a terrific first 

class record, including a test 

match and three one day 

matches for his native Sri 

Lanka. However, it didn’t take 

long for him to show his class, 

bowling with scintillating pace 

and accuracy to take 5/27 from 

18 overs in his first match 

against the highly-rated 

Hoppers Crossing in 2006-07. 

Druids stalwart Byron Roach 

believes his actual figures do 

not do his performance justice, 

consistently beating the bat 

almost 2 or 3 times an over 

with almost all the runs scored 

off his bowling coming from 

edges through the slip cordon. 

Whilst over the years his 

express pace has dropped 

considerably, he still manages 

to deceive batsman with a 

combination of precision, guile 

and skill. His 2016-17 season 

to date is a testament to this, 

turning back the clock in the 

first 10 rounds to deliver 27 

wickets at an average of 6.8 

runs per wicket including a 

career best 8/20 off 8 overs 

versus St. Albans in round 9. 

His raw wicket totals may not 

jump out at the average punter, 

but his value to the team 

cannot be underestimated, with 

the pressure he builds from his 

end by consistently beating the 

bat and keeping runs scoring  

down generating many wickets 

for the bowler at the other end. 

Current Druids CC bowler 

Leigh Wilson believes 

“Bowling from the other end 

from Indy has probably helped 

me get 30% of my wickets 

over the years!”. 

Indy has been an exemplary 

professional since arriving at 

Druids CC, his 10 years of 

service a testament to his 

loyalty to the club and his 

teammates. He is now a proud 

Australian resident and is on 

track to reach 200 wickets this 

season.  

By Gary Tilton 

 

 

 

 

Proud Major 

Partners of the 
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Melton South 

Primary School 

Cricket Club 

Position Sought: Coach 

Association/s: 

VTCA/WSCCCA 

Accreditation Level 

Required: Min Level 1 (or 

willing to complete 

accreditation) 

Key Selection Criteria 

Ideally the successful 

candidate will have previous 

coaching experience or has 

played Premier cricket 1st or 

2nd XI or sub district 1st XI or 

VTCA 1st XI level and have a 

passion to move into 

coaching.  You will be 

motivated and driven leader 

wanting to develop the entire 

playing group and share in 

its successes. 

The successful applicant will 

be required to demonstrate a 

willingness to build and grow 

the Melton South Cricket 

Club, including: 

• Pre-season activities such as 

recruitment and player 

retention, sponsorship drives 

and developing a pre-season 

program 

• Develop an in season 

training program for the 

collective group and 

individuals 

• Be part of the selection 

panel 

• KPI’s to include numbers at 

training, match-day results 

for all teams with an 

emphasis on the 1st XI, and 

individual player 

development 

Other Information - Located 

at the Melton Recreation 

Reserve, the Melton South 

Primary School Cricket Club 

currently field 5 senior 

teams, 1 junior team and has 

enjoyed much success over 

the past 3 seasons having 

competed in 7 grand finals in 

the Williamstown and 

District Cricket Association 

and the Western Suburbs 

Churches & Community 

Cricket Association.  In 

2016/17 our 1st and 2nd XI 

sides competed in the VTCA 

West A1 and A2 competition. 

Interested persons are to 

contact Paul Davies 0418 535 

211 or 

paul.davies@praemium.com.

au 

 

 

 

 

Altona Roosters 

Cricket Club 

The Altona Roosters Cricket 

Club is looking for a new 

“Senior coach” in season 

2017-2018. 

  

Expressions of interest 

required and contacts 

listed below:- 

  

Alan Broadbent  042 231 

8606 

  

Darren Wainwright 043 851 

3879 

  

 

Next Week 

The Grand Final Edition 

of The Leading Edge 

If you wish to add any 

content – send through 

to 

leadingedge@vtca.asn.au 

mailto:paul.davies@praemium.com.au
mailto:paul.davies@praemium.com.au

